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GENERAL INFORMATION
The Berkeley Camera Club (BCC) was organized on September 17, 1946, and incorporated as a nonprofit organization on November 25, 1957, County of Alameda, State of California. It is registered as a
tax-exempt organization with the Internal Revenue Service [501(c)(7)] and the Franchise Tax Board
[California Code Section 23701(g)]. BCC is a member of the Northern California Council of Camera Clubs
(N4C) and the Photographic Society of America (PSA). BCC meets each Tuesday evening from 7:30 to
9:30 (unless otherwise announced) in the Parlor Room of the Northbrae Community Church, 941 The
Alameda, located on the corner of The Alameda and Los Angeles Avenue in Berkeley.
The purposes of the Club are:
1. to promote the general welfare of persons interested in photography and to provide a means for their
free association and the exchange of ideas;
2. to encourage the improvement of photographic techniques and their application to artistic, scientific,
or personal ends;
3. to help members find their way to a more satisfying use of photography as a form of recreation, art
and self-expression;
4. to promote contests and exhibitions of photographic images that result from members’ efforts;
5. to provide a meeting place for the membership.
The club maintains a regular schedule of activities for meeting nights, opportunities for practicing skills,
opportunities for discussion and socializing, and recognition for outstanding work. The schedule is
outlined below and is also available on the website.
1st and 3rd Tuesday: Usually, competition nights when members submit images for electronic display.
Points are awarded points for outstanding images (See Pages 4 thru 6 for details). Three times a year,
the 1st Tuesday is designated as Education Night at which members gather to discuss the art of
photography and image-making.
2nd Tuesday: Print nights when members bring prints for display and general discussion (see Page 4 for
details). This is not a competition and points are not awarded.
4th and 5th Tuesday: These weeks are shared approximately equally between Special Programs – in which
a club member or someone from outside the club is invited to talk about images s/he has taken or some
other topic – and Image Nights – in which members submit images for electronic display for discussion
purposes – exactly like Print night (see above).
Monthly: Field trips to various locations chosen by the Field Trip Coordinator. Some are weekend trips,
others are day trips. Members are encouraged to attend these trips to practice new skills or hone
existing skills and to get to know other club members by discussing photography and/or other topics of
interest. Attendees are encouraged to display field trip images on a website gallery.
Annually: A picnic in mid – summer for socializing and fundraising via an auction, a Print Competition in
October in which recognition is given to outstanding prints, and an awards banquet in late October or
early November for purposes of recognizing club members for outstanding work in producing images
and volunteering.
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members to display framed images in a number of venues within and near Berkeley, for recognition and
sale.
Members, especially new members, are strongly encouraged to participate in image competitions and
print and image exhibitions, in order to receive feedback on skill development.
The success of BCC is dependent on voluntary donations of time and effort by the members. Please
consider nominations for duties seriously, and feel free to approach any BCC officer if you would like to
serve in an elected or appointed position. Typically, volunteers help by setting up the meeting room,
running the projectors, keeping the club-owned equipment and supplies safely stored and in good
condition, and serving as an elected or appointed officer of the club. Your club can always use more
help, so get involved and volunteer!
The club maintains a website at: www.berkeleycameraclub.org. In addition to general
information about the club, visitors can view news, a calendar of activities, information about becoming
a member, and galleries of member images. Members must login to upload or edit images for
competitions, to maintain their image libraries, and to view cumulative points for club competitions.

BECOMING A MEMBER
A prospective member may request a membership form from the Membership Coordinator or by
printing the membership form from the Website and mailing it to the Membership Coordinator. Upon
receipt of the form and requisite dues payment, the Coordinator presents the names to the Executive
Board for approval. Annual Dues based on a club year of November 1 to October 31 are as follows:
One Person - $42; Member and Spouse / Domestic Partner - $63; Junior (under 18 years of age) - $21.
Dues are prorated as in the table below based on the month of membership.

Month of First
Dues Payment

Member Only

Member +
Spouse/Domestic
Partner

Junior

Nov – Dec
Jan – Feb
Mar – Apr
May – June
July – Aug
Sept – Oct

$54
$45
$36
$27
$18
$54*

$76
$66
$56
$46
$36
$76*

$27
$23
$19
$15
$11
$27*

*Includes dues for next Club Year
The Membership Coordinator issues a membership roster listing the names, telephone numbers, mailing
addresses, and e-mail addresses of all members in good standing for the current club year. The roster is
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U.S. mail. The information in the roster is confidential, must not be used for commercial purposes and
must not be shared with or distributed to anyone outside the Berkeley Camera Club.

GOVERNANCE
Elected Officers
Each year, a Nominating Committee recommends to the membership a list of candidates to serve for the
assigned term as elected officers. Additional floor nominations can be made by the any member. If
necessary, elections are held on the first and second Tuesdays in September. The elected officer
positions are:









President
Vice President
Print Division Chairperson
Pictorial Projected Images Division Chairperson
Nature/Creative Projected Images Divisions Chairperson
Travel/Journalism Projected Images Divisions Chairperson
Secretary
Treasurer

Appointed Officers
Appointed officers also serve for one year. The positions are filled by members recommended by the
Nominating Committee and approved by the president. The current appointed officer positions are:










Field Trips Coordinator
External Exhibit/Outreach Coordinator
Image Night Coordinator
N4C Delegate
Membership Coordinator
Electronic Image Coordinator
Education Night/Special Programs Coordinator
Webmaster
Investment Fund Administrators (3)

The names of the people currently serving as elected and appointed officers are listed on the BCC
website under “ORGANIZATION”.
The club members serving as elected and appointed officers make up the Executive Board. The
Executive Board usually meets at 7:20 P.M. on the first Monday of each month, unless otherwise noted
on the BCC website, to plan programs, organize meetings, manage competitions, coordinate field trips
and special events, and conduct other business. These meetings, which are usually held in one of the
second floor meeting rooms at Northbrae Community Church, are open to all members. Any BCC

-4member who wishes to make their views known on a specific subject can attend a Board Meeting and
make a verbal presentation not exceeding 5 minutes in length. They must also provide a written
statement, preferably in advance of the meeting. Board Members may ask questions. The Board will
subsequently decide, at its discretion, whether to place the item on the agenda for a future meeting.
The member will be advised of the time of any such meeting, which they may attend to listen to the
Board deliberate the item, but they will not participate in any discussion. If the item is not placed on a
meeting agenda, the member will be advised in writing as to the reasoning and the matter will be closed
for discussion by the Board.

PRINT/IMAGE NIGHTS
There are no proficiency classifications for prints or images displayed on non-competition nights
because they are not judged. Print/Image nights are intended to provide all members, from beginners to
masters, an opportunity to display their work and obtain constructive comments and suggestions for
possible improvement from their fellow members and occasional special guest commentators. Members
are encouraged to ask for input on a specific aspect of the work they put up for display in order to
improve their photographic and print making skills.
On print nights, members may display up to 4 separate images for comment. There is generally a time
limit of 5 to 10 minutes for each member to discuss his/her display and allow others to comment. Prints
need not be matted or framed.
On image nights there is usually a limit of 2 or 3 projected images depending on how many members
submit images. The Image Night Coordinator may specify a theme for the evening. Members are
encouraged to submit images following the theme, but are not required to do so. Sometimes, members
may submit short videos. There is generally a time limit of 5 to 7 minutes for comments by the author
and the general audience.
There are no other specific rules for print/image nights as they are designed for discussion and sharing.

COMPETITIONS
The image competitions of the BCC are rule-based. Violation of the rules may result in disqualification of
the image(s) from the competition. There are two major types of competitions within BCC – projected
images and print images. They will be discussed separately as the rules for each are somewhat
different.

PROJECTED IMAGES – General Information
There are 5 divisions for projected-image competitions: Pictorial, Nature, Creative, Travel, and
Journalism. In each division there are four proficiency-level classifications: Basic (B), Intermediate (I),
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are assigned to one of these classifications for each division. Members who compete in more than one
division can be assigned to different proficiency level classifications in each division.
Members new to club competitions are generally assigned to Proficiency Level B. However, new
members may request to have their portfolios reviewed by the appropriate chairpersons for each
division in which they wish to compete, for classification at an appropriate proficiency level. A portfolio
should contain 6-10 representative images of a person’s work applicable to that Division. If, in the first
year of competition, they wish to compete at a higher level, they may request a review of their work by
the appropriate chairperson in order to be advanced. Upon being moved to a higher proficiency level,
they forfeit any previous points earned in their current level. All proficiency-level classifications are
subject to review and approval by the Executive Board. At the end of the club year, a subcommittee of
the Executive Board forwards a list of competitors with recommendations for advancement to the full
Executive Board for review and approval.
Each division conducts three separate but related competitions during the club year. The first of these is
the MONTHLY COMPETITION held in accordance with the following schedule:
Pictorial: Generally, the first Tuesday of every month (with exceptions mentioned on Page 1)
Nature & Creative: Third Tuesday of Nov, Jan, Mar, May, Jul, and Sept
Travel & Journalism: Third Tuesday of Dec, Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, and Oct
All members are eligible to participate in monthly competitions in accordance with the rules and criteria
defined on Pages 7 thru 9. Depending on the number of entries in each level in each division on any
given night, points are awarded each month and are accumulated throughout the BCC year from
November through October. Detailed instructions for preparing, naming and submitting digital images
are given on the BCC website under “COMPETITIONS” and “ORGANIZATIONS > DOCUMENTS AND FILES
TO DOWNLOAD > INSTRUCTIONS > HOW TO SUBMIT IMAGES FOR COMPETITION: WHAT THE
INSTRUCTIONS ON THE WEBSITE DON’T TELL YOU”.
The first of the two tables below and on the next page tells you how many place awards (First –
Honorable Mention) will be given based on the number of projected images entered for each level in
each division. The second table indicates the number of points earned for each place awarded, again
based on the number of entries for each level in each division.

COMPETITION PLACE AWARDS
Number of Entries/Level/Division
1-2
First
Second
Third
Fourth
HM

3-6
X

7-9
X
X

10-11
X
X
X

12-13
X
X
X

1

1

1

2

14-17
X
X
X
X
2

18-20
X
X
X
X
3

21-24
X
X
X
X
4

25+
X
X
X
X
5
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Number of Entries/Level/Division
1-2
First Place
Second Place
Third Place
Fourth Place
Hon. Mention

3-6
2

7-9
3
2

10-13
4
3
2

1

1

1

14+
5
4
3
2
1

At the end of the club year in October the monthly points are totaled for each member to determine the
winner of the second competition, the ACCUMULATED HIGH POINTS COMPETITION, in each proficiency
level for each division. In case of a tie for first place at the end of the year, duplicate awards will be
given.
In the third competition, normally all entries to the monthly competitions that receive a first through
fourth place award are automatically entered into the appropriate YEAR-END COMPETITION. However,
if there are too many such awards, the selection will stop at third place winners. First-place images from
each proficiency level within each division from the Year-End Competitions are also judged against each
other to select IMAGE OF THE YEAR for each division. Winners in the Accumulated High Points
Competitions, the Year-End Competitions, and Image of the Year are all honored at the Annual Awards
Banquet. Awards may take the form of medals, certificates or ribbons, at the discretion of the Board.
Judges for competitions are selected by the division chairpersons. Competitions are either judged by a
panel of three members of the club, accompanied by a commentator who discusses each image but
does not assign a score, or by a single external judge who may be selected from an N4C-approved list.
These arrangements may be changed by the Board at any time. Every attempt is made to select judges
and commentators who are well known for their knowledge and experience in the art of photography,
their reputation for objective evaluation, and their ability to effectively communicate constructive
criticism. Members are encouraged to provide the division chairpersons with performance evaluation
feedback regarding the competition judges.
The following items should be considered when preparing an image for submission to a competition.
Judges will factor these attributes – among others – into their rankings.
 Composition or arrangement of photographic elements including balance, depth, entering and
exiting of the image, merging or intrusions, lines, and center of interest.
 Impact including story, quality and quantity of information, viewer thoughts and feelings, and
overall message.
 Originality including common subjects captured from fresh perspectives, interpretation of the
subject, and highlighting of the subject in ways not often seen.
 Technical quality such as noise, white balance, processing after capture, dust, exposure,
sharpness and rendering of highlights and shadows.
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1. All projection is limited to digital images; slides are not acceptable.
2. The Berkeley Camera Club subscribes to the Ethics Statement of the PSA and N4C. All images
submitted for competition in both print and projected image format and in all competition
divisions shall originate as photographs by the entrant on photographic emulsion or acquired
digitally. By virtue of submitting an entry, the photographer certifies the work as his/her own.
No clip art, digital art or photographs other than those made by the entrant may be used in
whole or in part in any portion of the image. Images may only be manipulated as noted in
individual Division definitions. When graphic elements other than photographs created by the
entrant are used in an image, photographic content must still predominate.
3. All members in good standing may enter the Monthly Competitions once they have been
assigned a proficiency level classification for the categories they intend to compete in.
4. Once a projected image wins a first through fourth place award in one division, it is ineligible for
further monthly or bimonthly competition in that division; however, it is eligible in other
divisions. Any image that closely resembles an award-winning image by the same maker is not
eligible for entry in any other competition in that division. After two honorable mentions an
image is not eligible for further competition in that division.
5. Any award winning image (except for an honorable mention image) that has been submitted to
an N4C competition in any division from any club is ineligible for competition in the Berkeley
Camera Club. [See Page 9 for details on N4C Competitions.] Honorable mention images
submitted to N4C are still eligible for competition in the Berkeley Camera Club but shall not go
to an N4C competition a second time. Berkeley Camera Club does not give points for awards
won at N4C competitions.
6. As an adjunct to the projected-image competitions there is a special category entitled Exhibitors
(X). Members may enter digital images in the Exhibitor category on any projected image
competition night. Exhibitor digital images are entered into the system in exactly the same
manner as for a regular competition; they are simply submitted to an "Xhibit" pseudocompetition. Image sequences may be entered in the same manner for the Exhibitor category as
for Nature and Journalism Competitions (See next page).
7. The judge will critique the Exhibitor category images, but no points will be awarded. Images
submitted for critique in the exhibitor category may later be submitted for competition. Do not
include your name in the image title.
8. The number of images allowed per person in the Exhibitors category is the same as for entries in
the corresponding competitive category. If images are entered for both Exhibitor and
Competitor categories and the maximum number allowable for a Division is exceeded, the
Exhibitor image(s) will be removed. For example, if the limit for Travel is 1 image and you enter
1 image as in Exhibitor and 1 image as a Competitor, your Exhibitor image will be removed.
PROJECTED IMAGES – Division-Specific Rules
1. Each member may enter two separate images in each Pictorial Competition.
2. For the other 4 divisions, dual competitions are held according to the schedule on Page 5. The
number of images a member may submit in dual competitions varies according to the month in
which the competition is held. The website has details on how many images are allowed for each
competition, so members are encouraged to check the website prior to entering a dual
competition.

-83. In Nature and Journalism it is possible to submit either separate images or a single sequence of 2,
3 or 4 related images that follow in a chronological order and that tell a story. Examples of a
sequence can be found on the N4C website at http://n4c.org/definitions. If a Sequence is
submitted as an entry in a competition, then no other images may be submitted to that Division.
Sequences are not allowed in divisions other than Nature and Journalism.
4. Pictorial (P): Pictorial photography is the use of the photographic medium as an art form. The
emphasis is on interest, visual impact, composition, and technical excellence. Images in the
Pictorial Division are not confined to any particular subject, type, or style of photography.
Pictorial images may be manipulated in the darkroom, on the computer or in the camera.
5. Travel (T): A Travel picture must express the feeling of a time and place, portray a land, its
people or a culture in its natural state, and has no geographic limitations. Ultra close-ups which
lose their identity, studio-type model shots, or photographic manipulations which misrepresent
the true situation or alter the content of the image are unacceptable in Travel competition. No
manipulation or modification is permitted except resizing, cropping, selective lightening or
darkening, and restoration of original color of the scene. No special effect filters can be applied.
Any sharpening must appear natural. No elements may be moved, cloned, added, deleted,
rearranged or combined. The title should give the location and complement the travel story.
6. Journalism (J): Journalism entries shall consist of pictures with informative content and
emotional impact, including human interest, documentary and spot news. Sequences in
Journalism show a chronology of events or tell a story. Up to four (4) images are permitted in a
Sequence in the Journalism category, which applies to projected image competition only. The
journalistic value of the photograph shall be considered over pictorial quality. In the interest of
credibility, photographs which misrepresent the truth, such as manipulation of the image, or
situations which are set up for the purpose of photography, are unacceptable in Journalism
competition. The primary concern is to make story-telling and/or newsworthy photographs.
Good titles are important and should add to the photo-story. No manipulation or modification of
Journalism images is permitted except resizing, cropping, selective lightening or darkening, and
restoration of original color of the scene. No special effect filters can be applied. Any sharpening
must appear natural. No elements may be moved, cloned, added, deleted, rearranged or
combined.
7. Nature (N): The Nature Division is restricted to the use of the photographic process to depict
observations from all branches of natural history except anthropology and archeology in such a
fashion that a well-informed person will be able to identify the subject matter and certify as to its
honest presentation. The informative or nature value of the photograph must be weighed more
than the pictorial quality. Sequences in Nature show a chronology of events or tell a story. Up to
four (4) images are permitted in a Sequence in the Nature category, which applies to projected
image competition only. Human elements may be present only where those human elements
add to the viewers’ understanding of the nature subject’s behavior and/or habitat. This habitat
may be natural or adopted. The presence of scientific bands on wild animals is acceptable.
Photographs of artificially produced hybrid plants or animals (any plant or animal that has its
appearance changed by breeding and selection by man (domesticated)), mounted specimens, or
obviously set arrangements, are ineligible, as is any form of manipulation that alters the truth of
the photographic statement. Techniques that add to, relocate, replace or remove any element of
the original image, except by cropping are not permitted. All adjustments must appear natural.
Conversion to monochrome is allowed.
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showing the image. Scientific names are encouraged but are not required. All Nature images
must be consistent with the standards stated in the preamble to these definitions.
8. Authentic Wildlife (W): Authentic Wildlife is defined as one or more organisms in the
animal kingdom living free and unrestrained in a natural or adopted habitat. Therefore,
photographs of zoo or game farm animals are not eligible. This will be judged in the Nature
Projected Image Division and should be designated as Authentic Wildlife at the time of
submission. During the regular nature competition, the chairperson will withhold the winning
images from each proficiency level classification that are designated as such, and all of these
images, regardless of level will constitute the authentic wildlife subcategory group for the night’s
judging. At the end of the regular nature judging the judge will select two winners from this
group of images.
9. Creative (C): Creative photography is producing an image through the use of imaginative skill
or originality of thought including the altering of reality. No image should be eliminated from
competition simply because it looks realistic, provided it shows originality of concept. Creative
images may include modifications in the darkroom, on the computer, or in the camera, as well as
unusual points of view, imaginative use of subject matter or lighting, or any other presentation
that begins with the maker’s photograph or a collection of the maker’s photographs.
PRINT IMAGES – Rules for Annual Competition
1. Prints may be self-made or commercially made, black and white or color, produced in a
traditional darkroom, by ink jet printer, or by any other alternative process. There are no
restrictions on image enhancement by digital processing or by any other means. The only
requirement is that a camera or other imaging device, film or digital, be used for the original
image capture. Other than that there are no restrictions.
2. Prints must be matted but not framed. The print itself may be smaller than 4x6. The print and
matt may be no larger than 16x20.
3. There are no divisions or proficiency classifications for this competition. All prints will be judged
equally.

IMAGE SUBMISSION TO N4C
PROJECTED IMAGES
Each month the top 3 winning images in each level for the individual competition divisions are eligible
for submittal to the monthly N4C competitions. If there are less than 3 place award winners in any group
of winning images, honorable mention images may be submitted as determined by the division
chairperson in charge of the competition. Since there is no N4C competition in December which allows
new input images from clubs, the winning Berkeley Camera Club Pictorial images from December may
be combined with the January Pictorial winners and the Travel and Journalism images from December
may be combined with the corresponding February winners. The Division chairperson with optional
delegated representatives will make the N4C selections from the two months of winners.
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Keep in mind that there are no monthly competitions for prints within BCC. However, N4C does have
regular print competitions, which are held the second Tuesday of odd-numbered months plus
December, and BCC members may voluntarily enter said competitions. Members who wish to enter
their prints in the bimonthly N4C competitions must deliver them to the N4C delegate by the first
Tuesday of the corresponding month. Information on the N4C competition requirements for categories,
proficiency levels, presentation, and other rules can be obtained from the club’s N4C representative or
on the N4C website.

